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SUBJECT: IOWA IOGA TRADE MISSION 
REF STATE 189300 

SUMMARY: DURING THEIR VISIT IN EGYPT FROM NOV 13-17, MEMBERS 
OF IOWA IOGA TRADE MISSION WERE ABLE TO ASSESS ATTRACTIVE 
EGYPTIAN MARKET FOR CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION-RELATED 
MACHINERY AND APPEARED TO BE VERY PLEASED WITH TRADE CONTACTS 
ESTABLISHED. MISSION WAS WARMLY RECEIVED BY GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS AND BUSINESSMEN FROM BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS. 
END SUMMARY. 

1. MEETINGS WITH VARIOUS GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS INCLUDING 
MINISTER OF HOUSING AND RECONSTRUCTION OSMAN, EMBASSY 
BRIEFING AND VISIT TO NEW HOUSING PROJECTS AT ISMAILYA 
PROVIDED IOWA IOGA TRADE MISSION MEMBERS AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO ASSESS ATTRACTIVE EGYPTIAN MARKET FORCONSTRUCTION AND 
CONSTRUCTION-RELATED MACHINERY. MISSION MEMBERS WERE 
IMPRESSED WITH SCOPE OF EGYPTIAN INVESTMENT PLANS, PARTICULARLY 
IN SUEZ CANAL AREA. ONE MISSION MEMBER WAS EXPLORING 
FEASIBILITY OF BUILDING PLANT IN EGYPT. 
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ATTENDED BY OVER 100 EGYPTIAN ENGINEERS AND GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS. MISSION MEMBERS DISCUSSED THEIR PRODUCTS 
AND DISTRIBUTED BROCHURES AT SEPARATE TABLES AND SUBSTANTIAL 
WORTHWHILE CONTACTS WERE ESTABLISHED. IN ADDITION TO GROUP 
MEETINGS MENTIONED ABOVE, INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENTS WERE 
SCHEDULED FOR EACH MISSION MEMBER, FIRST TIME EMBASSY HAS 
BEEN ABLE TO UNDERTAKE SUCH ADDITIONAL EFFORT, MADE POSSIBLE 
BY RECENT ADDITIONS TO OUR STAFF. RESULTS APPEARED TO BE WELL 
WORTH IT. 

3. MISSION MEMBERS WERE ALMOST OVERWHELMED BY EGYPTIAN 
HOSPIALITY INCLUDING LUNCHEONS GIVEN BY MINISTRY OF HOUSING 
AND MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION IN ADDITION 
TO DINNER HOSTED BY EGYPTIAN FEDERATION OF INDUSTRIES. 

LATTER ORGANIZATION WAS MOST HELPFUL TO MISSION IN PROVIDING 
INFORMATION ON EGYPTIAN CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY AND MAKING 
TRADE CONTACTS. 

4. OUR IMPRESSION, BASED BOTH ON COMMENTS OF MISSION 
MEMBERS AND EGYPTIAN BUSINESSMEN AND OFFICIALS, IS THAT 
MISSION WAS VERY SUCCESSFUL. THIS SUCCESS WAS DUE IN LARGE 
PART TO APPROPRIATENESS OF MISSION THEME, HIGH QUALITY OF 
MISSION PARTICIPANTS, AND TIMELY ADVANCE PREPARATIONS BY 
MISSION ORGANIZERS. 
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